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Week Ending Friday, December 23, 1994

Proclamation 6762—Wright
Brothers Day, 1994
December 15, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On a windy December day 91 years ago,

Orville and Wilbur Wright made history. In
12 seconds of flight, they demonstrated to
the world that mortals really could touch the
sky in powered flight. In the decades since,
Americans have continued to make history
with countless achievements in aviation and
aerospace technology.

America leads the world in aeronautics
technology, and that leadership is directly re-
flected in the success of our aircraft industry.
The legacy of the Wright brothers is clear:
in the past year, the U.S. aeronautics industry
sold more than $100 billion in products and
employed more than a million people in
high-quality jobs. Aircraft are the Nation’s
top manufactured export, with more than
$40 billion in sales in 181 countries around
the world.

We have a grand history and a promising
future in aeronautics. The enactment of the
General Aviation Revitalization Act of 1994,
which I signed into law last August, provides
a significant opportunity to reassert Ameri-
ca’s global leadership in general aviation air-
craft. Offering the promise of new jobs and
an enhanced economic climate, this measure
applies the kind of innovation, creativity, and
vision exemplified so many years ago by the
Wright brothers.

Today, Orville and Wilbur’s perseverance
continues to challenge and inspire us as we
take the lead in cutting-edge aeronautics
technology. The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration is working with indus-
try to develop technologies that will make
conventional aircraft safer, more affordable,
and more environmentally friendly. Govern-

ment and industry researchers are also work-
ing in partnership to transform the concept
of affordable commercial supersonic flight
into a reality early in the next century. These
technological advancements in aviation and
aerospace will continue to contribute to our
success and prosperity. The dream that
began on a lonely stretch of beach near Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina, has taken us through
the sound barrier and into space—and the
future holds endless possibilities.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36
U.S.C. 169), has designated December 17 of
each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation inviting the
people of the United States to observe that
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 17, 1994, as
Wright Brothers Day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of December, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:35 a.m., December 16, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 19. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 17, 1994

The President. Good morning. Today I’m
speaking from the Northern Virginia Com-
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munity College in Annandale, Virginia,
where I’m joined by 50 students and the Sec-
retary of Education, Dick Riley, who will
speak with you in a moment.

In this holiday season, families come to-
gether to reflect on the past year and plan
for the year ahead. It’s a time to be with
our children and think about their futures.
For students near the end of high school,
it’s a time to think about continuing their
education after graduation.

Our people face greater challenges than
ever to get ahead. For too long, too many
Americans have worked harder for less. I ran
for President to change that, to help ordinary
people compete and win in the new Amer-
ican economy, to restore the American
dream for middle class families.

For 2 years, we’ve pursued an economic
strategy that has helped to produce over 5
million new jobs. But this growth has not pro-
duced higher incomes for most Americans,
especially those without more than a high
school education, at the very time it’s more
important than ever to get a good education
after high school and then to keep learning
throughout adult life.

It’s more expensive than ever before. In
the decade before I took office, the cost of
college tripled. Too many people are being
priced out of a fair shot at high-quality edu-
cation. If we can’t change that, we’re at risk
of losing our great American middle class and
of becoming a two-tiered society with a few
successful people at the top and everyone
else struggling below.

Fifty years ago, an American President
proposed the GI bill of rights. It helped
World War II veterans go to college, buy a
home, raise their children; it built this coun-
try. Last Thursday night, I proposed a middle
class bill of rights, four new ideas to help
middle class Americans get ahead. Here’s
how it will work.

The first proposal is especially important
to people at this community college. If your
family makes less than $120,000, the tuition
you pay for college, community college, grad-
uate school, professional school, vocational
education, or worker training will be fully de-
ductible from your taxable income, phased
up to $10,000 a year. Nothing like this has
ever been done before.

Second, if your family makes $75,000 a
year or less, you’ll receive a tax cut phased
up to $500 for every child under the age of
13.

Third, if your family makes less than
$100,000 a year, you’ll be able to put $2,000
a year, tax-free, into an individual retirement
account, but you’ll also be able to withdraw
the money, tax-free, for education, a first
home, or the care of an elderly parent.

Finally, the middle class bill of rights will
take the billions of dollars that Government
spends on job training and make that money
directly available to American workers so that
you can spend it as you decide, when you
need to learn new skills to get a new job
or a better job.

Of course, we have to pay for all this. On
Thursday night I proposed dramatic reduc-
tions in three more Cabinet departments.
And Monday morning Vice President Gore
and I will outline these cuts in more detail.
But today I want to ask Secretary Riley to
talk about why education is a top priority in
the middle class bill of rights.

Secretary Riley.

[At this point, Secretary Riley discussed the
middle class bill of rights and education.]

The President. Thank you, Secretary
Riley.

My fellow Americans, this middle class bill
of rights will further the agenda of this ad-
ministration and, more importantly, our com-
mon mission as Americans: to expand middle
class incomes and opportunities; to promote
the values of work and family, responsibility
and community; and to help Americans com-
pete and win in the new American economy
of the future.

With all the challenges we face today, ours
is still the greatest country in the world. Let’s
keep it that way for our children and for fu-
ture generations. I thank Secretary Riley for
joining me and wish you all a very happy holi-
day season.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
Northern Virginia Community College, Annan-
dale, VA.
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Statement on the Helicopter
Tragedy in North Korea
December 18, 1994

We have been informed by the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of North
Korea, through Congressman Bill Richard-
son who is in Pyongyang, that one of the pi-
lots of the U.S. Army helicopter that strayed
into North Korean airspace on December 16,
Chief Warrant Officer David Hilemon of
Clarksville, TN, was killed in the downing
of the helicopter. North Korean officials have
told Congressman Richardson that the other
crewman, Chief Warrant Officer Bobby Hall
of Brooksville, FL, is alive and reportedly
uninjured. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families of both of these dedicated avi-
ators.

Congressman Richardson, who has been
in continuing contact with Secretary of State
Warren Christopher during this period, has
at my instructions told the North Korean
Government that we want prompt access to
Chief Warrant Officer Hall and his return
to a U.S. facility along with the remains of
Chief Warrant Officer Hilemon. We are
using all available channels to press for an
early resolution of this matter.

This tragic loss of life was unnecessary.
Our primary concern now is the welfare of
Chief Warrant Officer Hall and his return
along with the body of Chief Warrant Officer
Hilemon. Congressman Richardson, who has
worked tirelessly to resolve this matter over
the past 2 days, is staying in North Korea
for now and will remain in constant contact
with North Korean officials on our behalf.

Remarks on the Middle Class Bill of
Rights and North Korea
December 19, 1994

The President. Last week, I outlined my
proposal for a middle class bill of rights to
help the American people restore the Amer-
ican dream. The GI bill after World War II
gave a generation of Americans a chance to
build their own lives and their own dreams.
Now we can help a new generation of hard-
working people get the right education and
skills, raise their children, and keep their

families strong so that they can get ahead
in the new American economy.

I want to take just a moment to remind
you of the four features in that bill of rights.
First, for a family making less than $120,000,
the tuition they pay for postsecondary edu-
cation, training, and retraining would be fully
deductible from a taxable income, phased up
to $10,000 a year; second, for a family with
an income of $75,000 a year or less, a tax
cut phased up to $500 a year for every child
under the age of 13; third, for families with
incomes under $100,000 a year, the ability
to put away $2,000 tax-free into an IRA and
then withdraw that money tax-free for costs
of education, health care, first-time home, or
the care of an elderly parent. Finally, we will
make billions of dollars available that the
Government normally spends itself, through
separate job-training programs, directly to
workers who can decide on how best to use
the money to learn new skills.

There’s only one reason we can afford to
do this at this time. We have worked very
hard to cut Government spending and to
bring the deficit under control. The Govern-
ment debt increased by 4 times during the
12 years before I took office. I want to re-
mind you what that burden means. It means
that this April when people make out their
checks to the Government, 28 cents of every
dollar of Federal income tax will be necessary
to pay interest on the debt accumulated be-
tween 1981 and the day I was inaugurated.
It is our responsibility to turn that around,
and we have been working to fulfill it. We
have already passed budgets that cut the defi-
cit by $700 billion, eliminate 100 Govern-
ment programs, and cut over 300 others.

A major part of this endeavor has been
the reinventing Government initiative led by
the Vice President. I have worked hard to
reduce and to redirect governments for many
years, since my early days as Governor of my
State, when we were one of the first States
in the country to adopt a statewide total qual-
ity management program, which resulted in
cutting regulation and paperwork, eliminat-
ing agencies and departments and programs
that were unnecessary. Now we are cutting
things that can be cut. We propose to stop
doing things that Government doesn’t do
very well and that don’t need to be done by
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